August 16, 1961 



Dear Mr. Chancellor i 



I am taking advantage of Ambassador Dowllng's return 
to Bonn to send you through him my peraonal greetlnga 
and warm good wiahea. I know how buay you have been 
In recent weeks with negotlatlona on matters of Immense 
significance for the future of Europe. We hare followed 
developments closely and with great Interest. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my 
appreciation for the helpful attitude which your Govern* 
ment has taken on the matter of United States poultry 
Imports to Germany. It Is not often that Heads of Gov- 
ernment got Involved In such subjects. However* this 
was Important In the United States, and I am deeply grate* 
ful for the assistance given by you and your colleagues in 
Bonn. 

In following the press and other reporta related to recent 
change* In United States military assignments. I have 
obtained the Impression that you may have some concern 
at what these might seem to Imply. As Ambassador 
Dowllng will tell you, the new appointments were made 
solely In the Interest of the most effective employment 
of our senior military talents, and do not constitute or 
presage in any way changes In our strategic policy and 
commitments, with which you are familiar. The state- 
ments by Secretaries Rusk and McNamara at the last 
NATO Ministerial Meeting at Athens, supplsmented by 
Ambassador Fin/letter's June 13th statement In the North 
Atlantic Council, fully express our policy and commit- 
ments. I was particularly pleased to hear from Secretary 
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Rusk of the warm reception giren to our Initiativee by 
hi. German colleaguea at the Athene MtiUni. fa -«- 
Oral, ws bar* aoUdted and we welcome Allied yi J, on 
the estimates and positions advanced by tha Unltad Statss. 

fa theee and other lUttmtnti tha Unltad Statea baa 
repeatedly expreaaed lta determination to maintain an 
adequate level of nuclear weapons In Europe, indeed. 
we hare rapaatad to NATO tha extent to which tha level 
of effeetlreneaa of theae weapona will be ralaed. TMa 
»efleete the fact that there haa been no lcaa.nlng of our 
determlnatioa to atrengthen tha NATO nuclear deterrent. 

Ae you know, the United Statea and the Alliance aa a 
whole agreed at Athena on the guidelines for the nee of 
the nuclear deterrent, and the United Statea undertook a 
continuing .baring of information on nuclear armament. 

». after your diacussion with Ambaaaador Dowlins. or 
at any future time, there are particular queatlone in your 
mind a. to our policy, pleaae do not heaitate to com- 

^. t !. Mth i n * # " thm * th *°"* h Ambaaaador Dowllng 
or directly. The candor with which wa apeak to each 
other, and which reflects our mutual truat and confidence. 
!• a great asaet. and we should make full use of it. 

tl!i ? mt - wh * n wt •»• «*rf«mted by the possibility of 
Soviet action against our position in Berlin which will 
teet the courage and determination of tha West, ws must 
make .vary effort to avoid misunderstandings. 1 know 
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you feel the iiint way. Ihe baste friendship and unity 
of interest between our two countries baa baan ona of 
tha matt important facta of tha peat-war period* and I 
am certain tbat this will eoatlma to be a fact In the future. 

Sincerely* 



'^ 



Hie Excellency 

Dr. Konvad Adenauer 

Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 



-SECRET ' 



